
  

 

 
 
 
 
June 4, 2020 
 
Dear Faith Church family, 
 
I am pleased to announce that our relaunch date will be Sunday, June 14.  Due to the COVID-19 crisis, 
we have not held services in our building since March 15.  The Church Council’s decision was only 
made following a very prayerful and careful process. 
 
We have taken the recommendations of the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and the Illinois 
Department of Public Health (IDPH) to make our facilities and your worship experience safer.  A local 
Relaunch Team from our congregation, including healthcare professionals with specialty in infection 
control, has provided invaluable guidance in this process. 
 
Initially, we will be offering three Sunday Services. (PLEASE NOTE:  The times may be adjusted. And 
it could be that due to space limitations, you could be asked to attend another service.) 
 

• The 8:30 a.m. service will be especially for senior adults and others who desire to attend a 
service where face masks are worn.  We are requesting that if you attend this service, you wear a 
face mask and practice social distancing. 

• If you are medically unable to wear a face mask, for an extended time, please be seated on the 
front row. 

• If you are sick, please continue to watch the service online. 
• The 10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. services will be for individuals, couples and families.  Children and 

youth should sit with their families.  We recommend the use of face masks and practicing social 
distancing. 

 
Here is some pertinent information about our Sunday services during this phase… 
 

• Everyone will need to enter the building through the main entrance.  The east & south doors will 
be locked.  The doors will either be opened for you to enter or exit the building or propped open, 
depending on the weather. 

• The lobby, hallways and sanctuary have been arranged in such a way as to allow for social 
distancing.  Sanctuary seating has been reduced to allow for social distancing.  Please allow for 
4 empty chairs between individual and family units.  If you are first to be seated in a row, please 
fill the seats from the aisle first. 

• We will not be passing register pads, offering plates or communion trays.  You can give your 
tithe/offering in baskets in the lobby as you leave.  If you are writing a check, please designate 
your offering in the “memo” section.  If you must use an offering envelop, they will be available 



  

 
in the lobby.  If you need to use a church pen, please keep it.  When we celebrate Holy 
Communion, it will be prepackaged and available as you enter the building. 

• Physical contact will be discouraged.  Instead of shaking hands and hugging, wave at one 
another instead. 

• For now, Faith Kids, including nursery, Faith Student Ministries & the Spanish service will not 
be available.  Children & youth should sit with their parents in the 10:30 a.m. or 6:30 p.m. 
service. 

 
We would request that you not arrive more than 15 minutes before a service and that you leave at the 
conclusion of the service as the ushers dismiss you.  This will allow time for cleaning between services. 
 
Please know that the church will honor whatever decision you make, whether to return on June 14 or to 
wait a bit.  The Facebook Live service will be moved to 8:30 a.m. on June 14. We are not going to allow 
these decisions to divide us. But rather, we want these decisions to deepen our relationships with one 
another.  Some may think we are moving too fast; while others think we took too long to return.  
Whether you agree or disagree with our decisions, please know that they have been made prayerfully - 
taking into consideration the entire congregation. 
 
I close with the words of Jesus recorded in John 13:34-35 – “A new command I give you:  Love one 
another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one another.”   
 
Blessings! 
 
 
 
Steve Adamson, Pastor 
& the Church Council 
 


